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Globalization and Human Development

gogoooo 0 00 0 (KAWABATA Matsundo)

The era of globalization is in progress. Globalization
might have been regarded as an opportunity for the
flourishing world-wide economy. However, the reality
shows the different picture. Income disparity is still ex-
istent not to mention the example of South East Asian
countries. Its borderless impact is changing the role of
the nation states and their people. In such a world, es-
tablishment and empowerment of individuals is crucial.
More efforts must be made by younger Japanese genera-
tion to develop their communication capabilities, to be
serious to the historical reconciliation, and to achieve
symbioses with Asian people.
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oad Gender Interactions

as Intercultural Communication

Keiko M. GIBSON(Dooooooo)

Intercultural communication has too often
been examined with insufficient attention to gender.
And yet, communication between men and women
is complicated by major cultural differences be-
tween the sexes. Cultural communication is even
more complex among those described by themselves
or others as heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual,
transsexual, and asexual. Groups based on these dif-
ferent categorical labels apparently create conflict-
ing cultures that inhibit and distort clear and effec-
tive communication. In recent decades there have
been efforts, both practical and theoretical, to com-
municate between such diverse groups. In pop cul-
ture, serious journalism, literature and other fine
arts, and academic fields, gender has become in-
creasingly acknowledged as an important dimen-
sion of human behavior. Feminist studies, women’s
studies, gender studies, sexology, and most recently
queer theory, for example, have become established
in academe and have much relevance to the field of
intercultural communication. Inquiry into sex and
gender is also being stimulated by biological and
medical research and other scientific and technical
developments; such that there is growing interac-
tion among biological and social sciences, and the
humanities as well.

The earlier, naive distinction between sex and
gender, derived from the body-mind dichotomy,
has been vigorously challenged from many perspec-
tives. Extreme views range, for example, from rigid
biological/genetic determinism—in which sex and
gender are determined biologically—to social con-
structionism, in which sex and gender are both cre-
ated socially and culturally. Biological determinism
has led some thinkers to speculate that psychologi-
cal and cultural as well as sexual characteristics
must be inherent, innate, “normal,” or essential in
each person, whereas postmodernist theorists have
opposed “essentialism,” arguing that people are
changeable, malleable, interdependent, always in
relation to others rather than being autonomous.
Essentialists may also argue that men and women
have distinct cultures which cannot ultimately be
bridged. The following passage expresses a fairly
common (though hardly scientific) approach to gen-
der that is blatantly essentialist:

“There’s always been a battle of the sexes.
Men are naturally powerful, aggressive, competitive,
domineering, active in the world, destructive, vio-
lent, warlike, logical,/rational/scientific; whereas



women are normally gentle, loving, motherly, nur-
turing, care-giving, cooperative, peaceful, emo-
tional, intuitive, longsuffering, passive, domestic.
Men and women are completely different and can-
not ultimately understand one another.” Similar
opinions, though more refined and sophisticated,
are apparent in such best-sellers as Why Men Don’t
Listen and Women Can’t Read Maps, and Men Are
from Mars, Women Are from Venus.

Judith Butler’s theoretical book Gender
Trouble (1990) was an epochmaking critique of
gender essentialism. Claiming that sex as well as
gender is socially constructed, she attacked the cat-
egory of woman itself, arguing that there are many
kinds of women who do not share essential charac-
teristics. Also, in her view heterosexuality is not
natural, universal, or normal, but is also socially
constructed. In her postmodernist theory, gender is
linguistically created. Such words as boy/girl, man/
woman, heterosexual/homosexual, male/female,
masculine/feminine establish gender through
performative acts in which each person, by being la-
beled, is erroneously assumed to have a correspond-
ing “essence.” Because her radical position sepa-
rates her from those feminists who glorify women’s
qualities, she calls herself a post-feminist, although
she is widely respected among feminists and non-
feminists alike for her theoretical innovations.

In my opinion, neither scientific determinism
nor postmodernism is conclusive. Though each of-
fers valuable insights and arguments, neither
grapples with the complexities of gender; but
postmodernism reveals more about the culture of
gender, especially processes of communication.
Most important is the exploration of authentic com-
munication in contrast with merely strategic com-
munication, in which words and deeds are
manipulative means to ends. So far, both scientific
determinism and postmodernism have overlooked
many basic questions of value, ethical, religious, and
aesthetic, at the center of authentic communication.
Problems of communicating among people of di-
verse gender must be understood and solved if hu-
manity is to live according to values.(Associate
Professor at Kanda University of International
Studies)
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Pancultural and Cultural Acts

00O 0O (NAKANO Michio)

Many human acts like greeting, apologizing, grati-
tude expressing are seen in every culture. But when
we consider such acts are done by whom, to whom,
and/or on what occasions, they reveal themselves as
bounded by the culture they belong to. Quoting
scenes from Shimazaki Toson’s The Family, | exam-
ine the cultural aspects of the depicted behavior of
the characters.
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A Brief Comment
on the 10" Ibunken Summer Seminar

0 0 0O O (KOBAYASHI Michiyoshi)

The 10th Seminar has provided the well-balanced and
substantial sessions, based up on the preceeding trials.
It remains to be studied how the micro-level of intercul-
tural communication is to be connected with the
macro-level of cultural structure.
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