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Court Interpreter’s Dilemma:
Word Translation vs.
Cultural Interpretation

NabpamiTsu Yoko

As Japan hosts an increasing number of foreign workers and visitors,
more non-Japanese are appearing as defendants in the country’s
courts. Most of these defendants are not fluent in Japanese and
require court interpreters. Based on in-depth interviews with court
interpreters, this paper considers the practicality of the law’s atti-
tude toward accuracy of translation and the interpreter’s role.
Courts define “accurate” translation as word-for-word code switch-
ing, which strives for formal correspondence. This position on
translation is based on the assumption that what is said in one
language can be said and understood in another with no loss of
substance, form or effect. In such a view, the interpreter’s act is
regarded as a mechanistic process in which the interpreter functions
transparently as a mere conduit for words. It appears that the
courts do not understand the communicative complexities involved
in translation process and tend to undervalue the interpreter’s role.
In reality, however, the interpreters play a more active, significant
role than the court system recognizes. 'This interview survey illus-
trates how the interpreters handle the intercultural translation prob-
lems faced at court. Important points raised in this paper include
the following: the interpreters need to use their discretion and
judgment to convey the speaker’s intent and not merely the
speaker’s words. While trying to retain maximal correspondence of
form and content, they also seek “dynamic equivalence,” based on
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the idea that the translated message should have the same effect on
the target-language listeners as the message had for the source-
language listener. They pay close attention to the cultural and
social context not only of verbal messages but also communication
styles and non-verbal cues of the speakers. This study suggests
that courts need to have a more realistic understanding of the
interpreter’s role and recognize their professional status as key

players in court proceedings.
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i%éﬂxSL@}yt—y%m@LTLf%ﬁﬁéﬂtiof\&H%
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DX O EEBERANOBE PN TIRIEIL legal fiction GEAERE) 12+ X720
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Eo T2, FREBRE TIER CGERATH S L v ) FHEIL, EBED
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BRI, BEL TV ) LT 248 Th 5, REAVERPICHERE S 27%
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ZTNDBPITONT, KT 4 ADBR N DEBRE > B b ik a7z,
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H), PEEEERACPEAN, %, FREERE14E2 » ), KV A VEE
WIRACHAN, B, FHEEREE 6 4F) Th - 72, FIEEREBRERIE, P
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r7—42 &L o LR, SUERIZER S BR O EREOBLE 2 5
BIRADPRAA W72, 0 Lesik, (1) SUeAmEE., Q) a3
MEHE Q) a3azskr—var 24210, (4) FEEHEA v -V,
(5) BEOMSE, OSHEHEIHHETE 2, Wi, HELSEHICSNT
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THOARINEE>TnARWE, ZOFHAEN, ZHARIVSTE
HROOE, L ARGFESOZ L LPEZ TR T, fEEDC
LEBZTRVA LSO . - RAPREWRIT TS Z &id, K
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L, AEIB RV, LB ok VWD, L (BAL)EIAT
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ZOHE, THFLTIELY L0 BHEAORA &, BT L, HEEC
3 5 REEO KA, EHILL 2 FA~DOREDORELRA TS, I
DIREICHRN D NAEBLOTFHBIEANC TFLTIEL Y, LEDE, %
N, BAROEHE ICTHBESRKE TR IELRE L IZ T bR
MolbEALY. TO THFLTELY, &0 ) REUCHITE & KE ISR
BRTNBE LI 5, HEAOEBEICHOWTIE, HEFIHERT 5 Lo
Vo MZE - TEBOMF SZIMD H 1S L LK b, BRA #2
. 207 =2 2 TYLOECDEHIE OLRERICEE Ll L LTL D
Z.BEEAD THREL ST 2B A Bk d 2 L1, BAAHKEICIZA
CIHEICHZ A 2PREM2Z D Y, BEMICZTIED b Z L ZREGEL TW
%, FIREIC, SERA %3 13, PEAOHTRICHT 5 L8 BAA L STk
WCRELSCER D720, PENOKE LHTROTRENERICHET 2 HAD
FEETRAFNCE LR L T\,

RKELTHS2E I pRERICB VW CHARTREREAFRS LV NEAD
25, IR OFIRT X ST, ZFOKEDOHITETULEN D 5 i (1998
b) X HABIRIRIZGE L WO BRB D, EAD TRE LThanE S
M AARBIE O T Th Y, #EADOKE L S £ BARERFRE
Cd - TEEHE IR RELOHETH S LR T VB, T, %
ENFICELTIRZ 9 THEH, SEOERICHIWENOTHLE LD
EORKH T L) AT, BIRADR LG BEHE OLIEERRICE
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LT L TER Y HEANIKEOTERD EHIgR L & MC
RoTZERBROEHOBEIO L > TH LA, ZOFROED FHih
bERD D, T2 21X, BRANEKRKEANLE TR, @#ET22L0E %k%
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EAEEANECOTEEEEZRD AL L, RELPS S22 R0
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2SR OIS L, BARAE AL E CREE T B0 RERICAR
T 5 LERHC, EELROCICHSICHBORERIAL, HEE THDH
HIE OHWIC R TERRDILEE T T D ENERICEET L0 L H>DE
FRELEHLTWD,

(2) H2a5EE - HIEE
HEHEHL LT L 2EZF OB T TR, HIEOEWLS L 5E
fRE LT, WWaR N #2 & #4228, kDX 5 kR EFE-> Tz,

2 A VEEDOA->TWI DI, BIELTLATEDLRV ST
DBEZENTT IR, £9T5L, flaiE, BRSADATLBRIA
DEFLEIITEDL, boALRIBEL TRVWA LR L, BHE
MES7ATT X, Z40d, BICHEAELBE@RARVNTEL, 295015,
E-oTHNEEXDERDEZ T I L, SLELRELDA A —
VER - TE-T0ab L, T, ZABRCELALLD
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T oA, H21E, HERIEOE WA Il 2o — Y 3 VICKEE XL
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ET WEABT A ORIBHIEN AL Bie D Z & 2 HHEICHHA
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FOEFELFBEYVBRTERNEVWIDORD Y £TH, 22T, X
L MZHDONE, ARICEET L, L ADOEFIRbAG A
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